
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2022 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Tim Litz, Mayor; Dale T. Yontz, Vice-Mayor; 

Mayor; Geary Jonas; James P. “Sean” Viars; James 

Lloyd, Michael Duncan 

     

Council Members Absent:     Peggy Hash                 

  

Administration Present:  Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

Derek Breedlove, Police Chief 

                         

Administration Absent:   None     

        

Others Present: Mike Jones, Amy McBride, Frank Akers, Patrick 

Miller                           
 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Vice- Mayor Yontz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Vice - Mayor Litz. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Jonas and seconded by Councilmember Viars to approve 

the minutes of the September 27, 2022, meeting.  The motion passed by a vote of four (4) for: 

Yontz, Jonas, Viars, Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

CITIZEN’S TIME – Amy McBride addressed Council regarding the traffic in the school zones.  

She stated that in her opinion the proposed traffic cameras seem like a speed trap instead of a 

tool for safety of the school children.  Mrs. McBride asked who controls the school zones.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that the elementary school on highway 11 would be Wythe County.  

She then asked who is responsible for the markings on the road to notify drivers of the school 

zone.  Mrs. McBride stated that if the traffic cameras are installed to slow traffic down then the 

road should be properly marked to improve the announcement to motorist that they are entering a 

school zone.  Town Manager Childers explained that the traffic camera company will initially do 

a study to see of placing the cameras is feasible.  The company will place signs in the school 
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zone and send home flyers with the school children to explain a study is being conducted.  

Councilmember Viars stated that he agrees that the school zone is not properly marked.  He 

advised her to call VDOT with her concerns at 800-367-ROAD. 

 

7:11 pm- Mayor Litz entered the meeting. 

7:12 pm– Councilmember Lloyd entered the meeting. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE - None 

 

POLICE REPORT – None 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – None 

 

HERITAGE DAYS FESTIVAL – Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that he has had some 

correspondence regarding entertainment.  He is still waiting for a final answer before reporting 

further. 

 

ELM AVENUE PROPERTY – None 

 

DR. PEPPER DAY – Councilmember Lloyd stated that the Depot Foundation has booked The 

Warmans.    A Calopie will be present to play during breaks from the band.  Councilmember 

Lloyd stated that a glass blower will be present. He added that he is still working on a cruise in.  

Amy McBride stated that she will contact Danny Cline with the scouts to do the flag ceremony. 

 

VRS – HAZARDOUS DUTY BENEFIT - None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Town Manager Childers stated that the retired Town Manager, Wayne Sutherland from 

Wytheville passed away recently.  Mr. Sutherland was well respected and was always easy to 

work with.   Town Manager Childers suggested the town send $100 to the memorial fund. 

 

Town Manager Childers stated that November the 8th is election day and a council meeting night.  

Town Manager Childers suggested that the town dispense with the meeting since the polls close 

at 7 pm.  A motion was made by Councilmember Viars and seconded by Councilmember Jonas 

to dispense with the November 8, 2022, meeting due to the holiday and local election.  The 

motion passed by a vote of five (5) for:  Lloyd, Jonas, Yontz, Viars, Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

Town Manager Childers stated that the town’s employee Christmas dinner will be on Thursday, 

December 22, 2022, at 1pm. Treasurer Patton explained that the office would need to close at 

12:30 that day for the holiday. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES – Councilmember Duncan reported that the grants for the new 

ambulance and equipment are still underway.  He reported that the next meeting is on Thursday. 
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FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – Treasurer Patton reported that the personal property tax 

conversion will be on Monday, October 17th.  She added that she has not received the real estate 

tax books from the Commissioner of the Revenue. 

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – None 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – Town Manager Childers stated that the grant for the interconnect with 

Smyth County was denied. He stated that the town would get the score sheets and see what items 

can be improved upon and then re-apply.   Councilmember Viars asked what the timeline to get 

the score sheets would be.  Town Manager Childers stated that he just received the denial letter 

today.  He added that he will reach out with the funding agency for the score sheets. 

 

Town Manager Childers stated that he is preparing to apply for two grants with Mt. Rogers PDC 

for a water project on Tea Olive Lane and one on Valley View Avenue.  Town Manager Childers 

stated that there is a fenced in portion on Valley View that will need to be dealt with.   

 

FARMER’S MARKET – Committee Chairperson Lloyd stated that he will get the contact 

information this evening and call a meeting for Monday evening next week.  He will have a 

report from the committee at the next council meeting. 

 

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Town Manager Childers stated that the sidewalk project is still under construction.  He stated 

that some engineering issues need to be addressed.   He added that he will reach out to Attorney 

Sobey regarding the issues with the engineering company.  He stated that the town pays the 

engineering companies to do a certain job, and he feels that for the sidewalk project the town has 

received subpar work from the engineers.  Councilmember Viars stated that Town Manager 

Childers is not the project manager, and the town pays the engineering company to oversee the 

project.  He stated that the engineering company is not doing their job.  Town Manager Childers 

stated that he has instructed the inspectors and contractors not to give the public any information 

regarding the project.   He stated that he needs to be the person to discuss any issues with the 

public.   

 

Town Manager Childers stated that the work on the sewer line project has slowed down for now.  

He added that the contractor is waiting on some supplies to complete the project.   

 

Patrick Miller asked how much of the grant funds of $650,000 was spent for overruns due to 

engineering issues.  Town Manager Childers stated that the engineering issues are with the 

sidewalk project not the downtown project.  Town Manager Childers stated that there are some 

questions on engineering on the downtown project. He stated that Hurt and Proffitt is the 

engineer for both the sidewalk project and the downtown project.  Mr. Miller stated that he 

understood the project was supposed to be finalized by September 30, 2022.  Town Manager 

Childers stated that due to all of the change orders, the project is behind.   Town Manager 

Childers stated that all change orders on the sidewalk project go through VDOT.  Mr. Miller 

stated that he sees the sidewalk forms are installed in front of the downtown space.  He stated 

that he understood that the town approved the construction of the sidewalk in front of Lloyds 

Barbershop and Mike Sobey’s office on Main Street.  Town Manager Childers stated that now 
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would be a good time to go ahead and get a quote to install the sidewalk.  He stated that if we do 

this it will not require an additional fee for mobilization.  He added that the rock to match the 

walls installed on Parsonage, West Baumgardner and the downtown project would look nice.  He 

added that the project would take about four (4) or five (5) days to complete.  Town Manager 

Childers stated that he will proceed to obtain a quote from the contractor. 

 

Town Manager Childers stated that he plans on making Sherwood Avenue one way again on 

Halloween night this year.  He asked if Buck Avenue is a problem at all.  Councilmember Lloyd 

stated that there are not any issues with traffic going both ways on Buck Avenue. 

 

Mayor Litz asked Town Manager Childers if he could talk about the confined space training.  

Town Manager Childers stated that he has spoken with Rocky Puckett with Lane Group 

regarding this training.   

 

Councilmember Lloyd reported that the Junior Appalachian Musicians met this evening in Fort 

Chiswell, and he is proud to announce that he has three very gifted fiddle players. He stated that 

tomorrow evening the group meets in Wytheville, then in Rural Retreat at the Depot. 

 

Richard Caudill with the American Legion addressed Council.   Mr. Caudill asked if the town 

can pour a 12 x 24 concrete slab to place the M5 cannon that is presently at the American Legion 

building.  He stated that the cannon will be moved to the property next to the fire station.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that he was waiting on a date from the American Legion.  Mr. Caudill 

stated that he does not have an exact date, but within the next two weeks.    A motion was made 

by Councilmember Lloyd and seconded by Vice-Mayor Yontz to approve placing the M5 

cannon on the town’s property at 210 East Railroad Avenue near the Veterans wall.  The motion 

passed by a vote of five (5) for:  Yontz, Lloyd, Duncan, Viars, Jonas; zero (0) against. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for October 11, 2022, were read and approved.  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


